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Message from the President Qﬂ

First, on behalf of the entire Executive Team, let me thank you for the confidence
you have bestowed on us. We are fired up and ready to build on the strong foun-
dation that we inherited from those who led before us. We hope to make this
year, as they say at the Olympics — The Best Ever!

Hello Brown Sugazrs!

AsIsaid at the wonderful tea we had last month, I have two goals for this year:
(1) we will learn new things, and (2) we will have fun doing it. Belinda Pedroso,
our Vice President of Programs, has exciting informational programs planned for
you, but I also want our “Sharing Social” from 10 a.m. — 10:30 a.m. to become an
important part of our meeting. This will be a time when we can meet each other,
ask informal questions, and exchange quilting knowledge.

As you know, this is our quilt show year. This means we will be very busy all year
long getting ready. Next year we will hold our show the third weekend in July
during the National Black Arts Festival. We expect the show to be at the Morris
Brown Gallery for the entire weekend. We also plan to charge admission. I think
people will come from all over the world to see our quilts, so get that creativity
flowing now. Marva Swanson, our quilt show chair, will update us monthly.

Finally, we will not forget our service to the community. We will make quilts for
the Cazrrie Steele Pitts Orphanage, and we will probably squeeze in some other
community projects. To accomplish all of this, we need everyone to be active,
and I am busy accepting volunteers and making assignments. (Remember, no
one can say no to the President).

I am so excited. Please join me in making this year The Best Ever!

O.V.
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FROM THE EDITOR

I hope to deliver a newsletter that is informative and enjoyable in
my first effort as a newsletter editor. This publication has a new
name and will feature in each issue a profile of a guild member
and a professional textile artist. I hope to have reviews of prod-
ucts, helpful hints and interesting articles. I decided to include a
picture of one my quilts in each issue and quickly realized that this
meant I would have to create some more quilts. I plan to meet the
challenge!

I am the editor, but this is YOUR guild newsletter and it will be
what we ALL make it. Ihope that everyone will contribute articles BIG BOODEE TRUDEE
and ideas to help make this an informative and interesting publi- 2005
cation. This first editorial is very brief; however, the newsletter is

very long due to the new officer profiles. Future issues will be

shorter (maybe really short if no articles are contributed...).

Please let me know if there is something you want to see covered;

better yet, cover it and submit it! Let me know what you like, what

you don’t. Please be responsive if I ask you specifically for a con-

tribution because it’s for the guild!

A great big thanks to everyone who contributed to this first issue
of the 2008-2009 year, I'm looking forward to a great new(sletter)
year!

Myla

quiltmyla@aol.com

MAGAZINE REVIEW
QUILTER’S HOME

I never picked up this magazine on the stands because for some reason I thought
that it was about home decorating with quilts. In Houston in 2007, Jocelyn told me
that the magazine was written by a white man and it was very humorous. A little
while later I wandered into a magazine publishing booth and met the man himself,
Mark Lipinski. He told me he was a “black woman trapped in the body of a white,
gay man.” I bought a magazine, skimmed through it later that night and the next
day purchased all the back issues I could find. I'm a subscriber now, too.

Quilters Home is not your usual quilting magazine; in it I've seen recipes for food
and cocktails and even a guide to wines. In each issue “Mark’s Posse” tests and
gives us results on items such as battings, markers, threads, detergents and even
vacuum cleaners. I've read interviews with celebrity quilters, articles on organiz-
ing, quilt studio make-overs, when to declare UFOs DOA and more. More serious
articles have tackled sex-starved quilters, dealing with “Quiltzillas” (he says that

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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Magazine Review cont’d from Page 2 b0 d O ) ¢
every guild has at least one...), cheating husbands and even Quilting Hint:
leaving a guild and starting your own. Each issue has in- To remove labels
structions for making at least three quilts, polls for quilters g&‘;‘ﬁ:ﬂ‘i‘; °irr on
and Mark answers quilters’ e-mails. The magazine is issued the fabric from
every other month and is available by subscription or at the back and then
most bookstores, fabric stores and various magazine stands. put oft e LabeL

The magazine bills itself as a magazine “For the new gen- Lisa Shepard
eration of quilters”. I think it really is. Pick one up today
and see for yourself.

BOOK REVIEW
THE QUILTER’S CATALOG

Recently while in the Washington D.C. area on business travel, I strolled to a nearby book-
store in Gaithersburg, MD in search of some reading material. As I browsed the crafts sec-
tion, imagine my joy to find a book on quilting entitled "The Quilter's Catalog...A Comprehen-
sive Resource Guide'" by Meg Cox with copyright of 2008.

As I thumbed through the book, I turned to page 49 with discussion of ""Quilters of Color" fea-
turing artists Kim McKinney, Anna Williams, Faith Ringgold, Dr. Carolyn Mazloomi and
Kyra Hicks with photos. As I further thumbed through the book to page 53, the author dis-
cusses the numerous African American quilters' guilds around the country and she specifi-
cally names three guilds. Imagine my surprise when the first mentioned among the three
guilds was the Brown Sugar Stitchers! Ithen decided to make the investment of $18.95 and
purchase the book.

The back cover describes the book...

"The Bee-All and End-All The complete quilter's companion and essential resource, jam-packed
with information, supplies, expert interviews, techniques, community, and inspiration.

All the tools of the trade: rotary cutters, sewing machines, longarms, and design software; fabu-
lous fabrics and where to find them; and if you're just starting out, everything that belongs in a
quilting basket.

The online world made manageable with a guide to the most useful blogs, websites, e-mail lists,
free patterns, and podcasts.

National and regional shows, guilds, and the best retreats and quilt museums.

Batting parties, tutorials on fabric dyeing, and a breezy history of the quilt boom.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 5
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NEW OFFICER PROFILE—Jeanette Walton, Recording Secretary

Jeanette Walton was born in Virginia and moved from California to the Atlanta area in Janu-
ary 2007. Jeanette is Director of Human Resources for a human resources consulting firm.
Jeanette says “Quilting is my passion, but I also love gardening and travel.” Jeanette has
been married to Al for 16 years and has two daughters from her first marriage; her daugh-
ters still reside in California.

Jeanette’s quilting story: My grandmother was a quilter, and I still have a quilt she made for
me that is over 50 years old. Itis a nine-patch, hand pieced and hand quilted, and it went to
college with me and has traveled all across the country with each of my moves. My father
was in the Army, and we moved a lot when I was growing up, so I have a bit of wanderlust in
my blood. My aunt taught me to sew when I was seven, since my mother did not sew, and I
made all my clothes in high school. I grew up participating in all the crafts, including knit-
ting, crocheting, and remember macramé in the 70°s? When my mother retired, despite not
being able to sew a button on a blouse, she decided to take up quilting, and starting turning
out all these beautiful quilts. She has now passed, but her hand pieced quilts are a prized
family possession. Once when I visited her, she tried to teach me to quilt, but I found it bor-
ing.

In 2002, one of my colleagues asked me to take a beginning piecing class at a local quilt
shop with her. Three of us took the class together and I haven’t looked back. The first year
I pieced 12 quilts. I couldn’t take enough classes nor read enough books. My motto be-
came, “The only place housekeeping comes before quilting is in the dictionary.” Most of
the quilts I have pieced are traditional bed quilts, and my favorite pattern is the Log Cabin.
I have made a few wall hangings and I’ve started a few art quilts, but they have become
UFO’s. Iwill finish them, but I have more piecing projects calling my name. I love piec-
ing, and I love the way the pattern comes together. I think what made quilting click for me
was the rotary cutter. Cutting pieces of fabric with scissors was just too hard on my hands,
and besides, it was boring.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Jeanette Walton cont’d from Page 4

I have entered quilts in local guild shows, but have never entered a judged or juried show.
When I moved to Atlanta, I expected to do most of my fabric shopping on the internet.
equilter.com is a favorite...I love the variety and diversity of their fabrics. When I walked into
Intown Quilters, I knew I had found my Quilt Home. The bright colors, different fabrics, pat-
terns, and friendliness of the employees make it a favorite stop. I bring all my friends from
California to this store so they won’t worry about me being deprived! Fiber on a Whim is an-
other favorite, as are Tiny Stitches and Red Hen fabrics. OK, I might as well confess - my
name is Jeanette and I’m a fabriholic. In Maxrch, I drove to all the quilt shops in the shop hop
and made a purchase at every one.

I joined Brown Sugar Stitchers as soon as I moved to Atlanta, and I look forward to my role as
Recording Secretary. I was the Newsletter Editor of the East Bay Heritage Quilters, and I’'m
proud of my contribution to get that newsletter on the computer.

I admire the work of Hollis Chatelain — I look forward to taking a class with her within the next
year or so.

SeAESEEEESESESESS

Book Review cont’d from Page 3 @ HAPPY BIRTHDAY! @
Profiles of twenty top teachers-including television's Ricky Tims S 9
and Alex Anderson, Esterita Austin and her award-winning land- S Peggy 9
scape quilts, and Ruth B. McDowell, known for her bravura tech- g Rosalind g
nique.
g Darlene g
Rhonda
This is a book to help every quilter deepen and grow - keep it as S ) S
close by as your stash of fat quarters." ... g Patrice g
The book also features 12 step-by-step projects. @ @
SEESESSEESESEE R

Also, the May 2008 issue of "American Quilter" reviewed the
book and stated..."Pound for pound, this must have compendium
of quilting knowledge could be the year's best book value. Quilt
history, techniques, tools, lessons, Web sites - Meg's meticulous

> m
research covers it all!". ‘ - _ -

Guild History Lesson

. . . . Brown Sugar Stitchers was
My assessment is that this book is chock full of a variety of featured in “QUILT” maga-

quilting information and should enhance every quilter's li- zine in the SPRING 2003
brary. "The Quilter's Catalog...A Comprehensive Resource issue.
Guide" by Meg Cox is a ""'must buy".

Carolyn White
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NEW OFFICER PROFILE—O.V. Brantley, President

Your name and place of birth — O.V. Brantley — Crossett, Arkansas
How long you’ve lived in the Atlanta area — 30 years

What you do for a living; other hobbies and interests — Attorney, semi-retired (former Fulton
County Attorney); now a mediator; Great Team Mom to athletic daughter; I love traveling and
eating out.

A little information about your family — divorced, one daughter India (16) and granddog Justin.
Quilting history:

I am a self-taught quilter. In 1999 I bought a book entitled Teach Yourself to Quilt and worked
myself through it. Since then I have taken many classes, and I have made over 200 quilts. My
favorite quilts are hand appliquéd quilts. I love red and white quilts. Although I do make quilts
on the machine, my favorite quilts are hand quilted, traditional quilts. I love giving quilts to
people because a quilt is such a special gift. I have entered local quilt shows, and won Best Of
Show in the Brown Sugar Stitchers Quilt Show in 2005. My most treasured accomplishment is
having two of my quilts included in the book Georgia Quilts: Piecing Together a History. My
grandmother Clara Ford was a quilter, and I have created a nonprofit foundation to honor her
memory.

How long have you been a member of BSS? Since the beginning

Have you served in any officer or committee chair positions in the guild? Quilt Show chairper-
son and Secretary

Who do you admire most as far as well-known or professional quilters? Sharon Schamber be-
cause of her incredible attention to detail and awesome creativity.

What’s your favorite local quilt shop? Quilts and Fixins.

Favorite internet source for quilting supplies? equilter and Keepsake quilting

Editor’s Note: If you ever go to the Fulton County Courthouse, any quilts you see there were most likely made by O.V.

AUGUST 6 2008



The Brown Sugar Press

QUILTER PROTILE:
LISA SHEPARD
CULTURED EXPRESSIONS, INC.

Name and where you live? Lisa Shepard Stewart, Rahway, NJ USA

A little bit of personal information you’d like us to know: Married to Glen since 2004, no
kids yet.

Please write a brief paragraph or two about your early fiber/textile/quilting history and how
you came to be a well-known professional?

I graduated from FIT - Fashion Institute of Tech - in 1984 with an AAS in Communica-
tions and in 1989 with a BS in Marketing. Since then every job I’ve had was in some
way related to textiles, sewing, quilting, etc. I worked as a buyer, coordinator, copy-
writer and consultant.

In 1998 I realized that all of the craft & home décor project books on the market fea-
tured “country kitchen”, very mainstream “Martha” looks, not my style at all, since I
decorated with mudcloth, kuba & other specialty textiles from Africa. I figured I
couldn’t be the only one with this interest, and my pillows, table settings, etc. became
the basis for my first book, African Accent: Fabric and Crafts to Decorate Your Home,
published in 1999. From there I formed my company, Cultured Expressions, Inc.,
again in response to a void in the market. Cultured Expressions offers a complete
package to complement the books, with the addition of fabrics, kits, classes, lectures &
special events.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Lisa has authored the following books:

African Accents: Fabric and Crafts to Decorate Your Home
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Lisa Shepard cont’d from Page 1

What do you like most about being a professional? What do you like least?

What I like most is the freedom to take an idea and act on it immediately, whether it’s an
idea for a magazine article, a new product or a workshop. I also enjoy the opportunity to
help others to explore their creative sides, and to appreciate the uniqueness of African

cultures, and like my company tagline says, to “Feel the Fabric...Embrace the Culture”.

I’ve developed relationships with artists in Ghana, and being able to grow their busi-
nesses along with mine is another blessing. We have a very direct impact on each other,
both professionally and personally.

What I like least is the feeling that I don’t have enough time to do all the things I want to,
that’s the frustrating part. Also, sometimes the business end takes me away from my
own creativity, I find myself finishing a quilt in time for an event, rather than enjoying
the creative process in a more leisurely way.

What is your favorite class to teach? What is your dream teaching venue and subject? My fa-
vorite was the African Mosaic Quilt, which is featured in the first book and became a kit
soon afterward. But now with the release of my third book (On The GO! Designing Acces-
sories with Cultural Style, 2007) the handbag classes are becoming new favorites — the
Kuba handbags and Lisa’s Bangle Bag. It’s fun to watch students working with kuba for
the first time.

Have you won any major awards at quilt shows or other related venues?

--African Accents won a Craftrends award (a craft industry award) in 2001, for Best Sew-
ing Book.

--And my website, www.CulturedExpressions.com, won the Black Web Award
(www.BlackWebAwards.com) in both 2007 and 2008, and we’ve been nominated for a
third year.

What is your favorite quilt that you have made? Can you pick a favorite child? What I can
tell you is that the older a piece is, the more I like it. I rarely love a piece as soon as I
finish it, but it appeals to me more over time.

What is your favorite place in the world that your profession has taken you to? Anywhere in
Ghana! In Ghana I gain an energy that I can’t get anywhere else. It’s the spirit of the art-
ists there, both past and present, that keeps me inspired. Also, shopping in the markets
is my idea of heaven. For beads, it’s the weekly market at Koforidua; for batiks, Makola
Market or the huge Kumasi Central Market, and Ntonso for adinkra fabrics & carved
stamps.

What do you want to do in the future in your professional career? Right now I’m thinking
about 2009, when we celebrate the 10 year anniversary of the publication of African Ac-
cents! In general, I’m working on new ways to reach people with what I do, which might
be online videos, online classes, patterns, and new types of events in different locations.
My techie husband is bringing me up to speed. My plan is to always incorporate travel

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9
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b € P ¢
Experiment with
“non-traditional”
cotton quilting
fabrics to expand

Lisa Shepard cont’d from Page 8

in what I do. And to continue to form links to the Continent.

In ten words or less, what words of wisdom do you have for the your adventures
quilters in our guild? Experiment with “non-traditional” cotton in fiber arts.
quilting fabrics to expand your adventures in fiber arts. Lisa Shepard

Editor’s Note: Lisa will be in the Atlanta area in April 2009 for 3 days doing a lec-
ture/truck show and teaching 3 classes; African Mosaic Quilt, No-Sew Fabric Cov-
ered Journal and the Bangle Bag. Check out her website or ask the editor for more
information.

NEW OFFICER PROFILE—Belinda Pedroso, Vice-President of Programs

Belinda Pedroso was born in New York. Her family is originally from Georgia and she also
grew up in Savannah. She has lived in Atlanta since 1981, after attending graduate school at
Georgia Institute of Technology. She graduated from Howard University in Washington, D.C.
By profession, Belinda is an investment banker; she owns Ascension Financial, Inc. through
which she provides financial consulting services to oxrganizations and municipal govern-
ments. Belinda has been quilting for over 10 years. She grew up in a sewing family; her fa-
ther was a tailor for a New York City dress company. Sewing was something she experienced
daily as a child. Her first project was a family quilt for her brother who married in 1996.

Belinda has become a local quilt and fiber artist whose works have been displayed at the Fern-
bank Science Museum, at Intown Quilters and in several quilt shows of the Brown Sugar Stitch-
ers Quilt Guild. In 2002, her quilt entitled “Simply Complicated”, which is a multi-faceted con-
temporary American block display utilizing Afrocentric fabrics, was featured in the nationally
distributed Quilt magazine. Belinda’s quilting style is very distinctive in that her works typi-
cally depict historically significant quilt block patterns ranging from the mid-1800s through
current contemporary American quilt patterns while utilizing African and ethnic fabrics.
Belinda describes herself as a “machine quilter”, but she has created hand quilted creations
for her own personal collection. She designs and creates custom quilts encompassing the en-
tire genre of quilting - traditional, contemporary, art quilts and wall hangings. She has her
own line of “Angel” fabric post cards.

Belinda launched Aunt Be’ quilts in 2003 where she designs and creates custom quilts. She has
been commissioned to make a quilt in silk for the Delta Sigma Theta Sorority of East Point/
College Park and has been commissioned to create quilt works for private collections utilizing
batik and mudcloth fabrics. Belinda teaches quilting courses for the National Black Arts Festi-
val and for Hancock Fabrics.

Belinda has been a member of the Brown Sugar Stitchers for six years. She begins her second
year as Program Chair and has also served as Publicity Chair and Secretary. Sheisalsoa
member of the Phoenix Quilt Guild.
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Donation Quilts to the Carrie Steele-Pitts Home for Children, Inc.

Imagine it is 1886. You are a former slave, now working as a maid at the downtown Atlanta rail-
road station; hard work. There’s been a recent typhus epidemic and as a result, you begin to no-
tice more and more abandoned and orphaned children at the busy Railroad Depot; all with no-
where to go and no one to care for them. What do you do with your limited resources?

Well, if you were Mrs. Carrie Steele Logan you would begin to care for the children in abandoned
box cars by day and at your own home at night. When the children were too numerous to care for
in her own home, Mrs. Steele purchased land and built an orphanage. On October 12, 1888 she se-
cured a charter from the State of Georgia for the Carrie Steele Orphans’ Home. The Home was
created to serve as a place for parentless African American children to be nurtured, educated,
study religion and learn skills in oxrder to gain employment. After Mrs. Steele's death in 1908,
her husband and others carried on her life's work. So special is the Home that in the organiza-
tion's 120-year history, only four individuals have ever held the position of Executive Director.
For more information, check out the Home's website at http://www.csph1888.com

Today, the Home is a United Way Agency and accepts children who are primarily in long-term fos-
ter care. From its humble beginnings, today the Carrie Steele Pitts Home is located on a wooded
campus in northwest Atlanta where 50 to 75 children of diverse backgrounds are provided resi-
dential care in a familial environment that fosters the physical, socio-emotional, mental and
spiritual development of each child. This is the oldest Home of its type still in existence any-
where in the United States. Many of the children spend all of their childhood years at the home
and after graduating high school go on to college, the Armed Services or trade schools. There
have been countless success stories of college graduations, happy marriages and outstanding ca-
reers from the children who were raised at the Home; children have grown up to become success-
ful, productive adults.

What does any of this have to do with quilting, you ask? Well, since its founding, our guild has
chosen to give quilts to the abused, abandoned and neglected children at the Home as our signa-
ture public service project. This year, on November 15, 2008, BSS will once again go the Home to
give away the quilts we have lovingly made for children we don't even know. In a small way, it
represents the direct care that Carrie Steele Logan offered to children she didn't even know.

Each quilter is asked to dig into her fabric stash to make a quilt that measures anywhere from
50"x 60" to 65" x 75" designed for a male or female ages 12 to 18. These quilts will become the
property of the children they are given to and where ever their travels in life take them, your quilt
will be a reminder that someone provided tangible comfort during a difficult phase in their lives.
If you have any questions about the Home or the Donation Quilts, please do not hesitate to contact
me.

Rosalind Rubens-Newell
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UPCOMING EVENTS

BROWN SUGAR ACTIVITIES
August Meeting—8/16—Sit and Sew—Bring your UFOs
September Meeting —9/20—Sit and Sew-Fall Block Exchange
October Meeting— 10/18—Rhonda Barrow—Taxes-Hobby Expense
November Meeting—11/15—Meet at Carrie Steele Pitts Home
December Meeting-Annual Holiday Party—Details TBA

January Meeting—1/11/2009-Annual Tri-Guild Challenge—What Does Going Green Mean
to You? For challenge information go to the private yahoogroups site in the files area.

July 2009—Brown Sugar Stitchers Quilt Show

Georgia National Fair—October 2-12 Perry, GA. Quilts due 9/5-6. Go to
www.georgianationalfair.com/ fairresults/georgia living program.htm and click on Tex-
tiles for more information.

Callaway Gardens Quilt Show—October 11-12 & 18-19. Entry deadline September 21.
See private yahoogroups site for form and information.

Georgia Quilt Show—October 16-18, Gwinnett Civic Center, Duluth, GA. Entry deadline
8/25/08.

IQA International Quilt Show and Festival - October 29-November 2, Houston, TX - Go
to www.quilts.com for more information.

BITS FROM THE BY-LAWS

A person shall be considered an active member of the Guild upon completion of the
Guild’s application form and payment of the annual membership dues. One half of the
annual dues may be paid when joining after January 1 of the membership year. Dues will
not be refunded nor further prorated. Dues are payable at the beginning of each fiscal
year or on completion of an application form. If dues are not paid by September 1, a
member reverts to visitor status with all the limitations of that status.
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NEW OFFICER PROFILE—Nicole Blackwell, V.P. of Membership

Nicole Blackwell was born in Morristown, NJ and has lived in Atlanta for 20 years. She is single with
no kids, but she is helping to raise her 15-year old niece. Nicole has been a BSS member for 1 year.

Nicole says that she prefers machine piecing and would like to enhance her hand-quilting skills.
Nicole prefers to make traditional quilts in lap and throw sizes and also wall hangings.

Nicole wrote: “I began quilting in 1999 as a way to remember my grandmother, Carrie Mae Coving-
ton, who passed away in 1985. My first quilt, entitled “Cazrrie’s Quilt”, was made from an old, well-
loved housedress she wore often. Since then, I have been enthralled by the way hues, patterns, and
values come together to make a quilt.

I am an engineer and software developer by trade. I worked for AT&T for most of my career, and now
I work as a contractor for ADP (Automatic Data Processing, Inc). Many think of me as an analytical
person, but I have always enjoyed my creative side. Besides quilting, I enjoy researching and scrap-
booking my family genealogy.

Quilting is truly a passion for me. When I am engrossed in a project, I work night and day to complete
it. I can hardly wait to see the final product. Whether it is a gift for me or someone else, I make it a
point to spend one night under each completed quilt. This helps me to know that it is a part of me,
and I am a part of it forever.”

Editor’s Note: Nicole won Best of Show at the 2007 BSS quilt show with her quilt “Najah's Smile”. Nicole wrote: “The
quilt, of my niece Najah at one year old, is a mosaic of 1600 one-inch squares. After much debate over where it would
hang, it now greets me each night from the end of the hall near my bedroom. It is a wonderful memory of a little girl that
is now fifteen years old.”
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NEW OFFICER PROFILE—Nina Moore, Treasurer

Nina Moore Newark, New Jersey
Five Years
Retired, quilting, other crafts, golf, travel
Married to Wayne 28 years, one son Rashad who is 27.

I have been quilting since 2001 but have been sewing since the age of 9. I was
taught to sew by my mother who was a seamstress. I prefer to machine piece and quilt but will do
small projects of hand piecing and hand quilting. I really like non-traditional quilts because they
give me a chance to be creative and I find myself looking for inspiration in everything. I prefer
wall hangings (art quilts) because I quilt my own pieces and it is easier to do with my machine. I
was recently featured in "QUILT" magazine for my initial/paint chip challenge quilt. My quilts
have also hung in the Fernbank Museum and the Art Station gallery in a juried show.

11? I have been with BSS since 2003 and have served as
the Secretary for two years, assistant secretary for one year and will be the treasurer for the com-
ing year"

# § % & & T admire all
the art quilters whose names are too numerous to list here, including members of BSS.

% & " % & Intown Quilters
for the volume and variety of fabric. And any internet source who will take American Express!

# # & I am proud to be a part of the BSS
Guild and have made many new friends since coming to the Metro Area.

Editor’s Note: Nina is indeed an accomplished and creative quiltmaker.
She recently made a series of four quilts in remembrance of a friend’s son.
Nina made one for his mother, one each for his two daughters, and one for
the girls' mother. She used a favorite shirt of the son’s that his mother sent
to Nina and his dreadlocks that he had cut off long before his death and had
given to his mother and of course she kept them. The quilt shown in the pic-
ture is one of those quilts.

Nina was a member of the Nubian Heritage Quilters Guild in New Jersey.
Mark Lipinski (see magazine review on page 2) told me that this was his first
guild; he learned how to quilt from Black women.
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NEW OFFICER PROFILE—Bessie Barnett, Corresponding Secretary

Name: Bessie Burch Barnett
Birth Place: Dawson, Georgia

I have lived in Atlanta, Georgia since I came to college here in 1959. For a few months immediately fol-
lowing graduation, I lived in Hartford, CT with my father where I taught elementary school for one term.
I then returned to Atlanta and married my college sweetheart, Robert Barnett, on November 7, 1964. We
are the proud parents of one son, Robert Terrance Barnett, born February 2, 1972. We are the equally
proud grandparents of two beautiful grandchildren, Caleb Elijah Barnett, age 4 and Skylar Victoria Bar-
nett, age 2.

I retired from the U. S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) after 30+ years of service. While
employed with HHS, I served as District Supervisor for Head Start Programs (20 years). For the remain-
ing eleven years, I served as the Foster Care, Adoption and Child Protective Services Specialist for four of
the eight southern states. I retired in December, 1999.

I was an avid reader until I became interested in quilting. I also tried my hand at bowling and enjoyed
working crossword puzzles on a daily basis.

I became interested in quilting when I knew that I was going to become a grandmother in 2004. I joined
Brown Sugar Stitchers not knowing how to even thread a machine. I took my first quilting class at Quilt-
ing Essentials being taught by Maxine Moore, a member of Brown Sugar Stitchers, the day aftex Caleb
was born and the rest is history. Every day is a learning process for me. I hope to be able to devote more
time to quilting in the weeks, months and years to come inasmuch as our “Grandparent Camp” may be
closing as the grandchildren enter pre-school programs. To my knowledge, I am the only living person
in my family that quilts.

I love machine piecing and intend to become more proficient at hand piecing. With the exception of a
couple of wall hangings, all of my quilts have been traditional bed quilts.

Aside from our Brown Sugar Stitchers quilt shows, I had a quilt displayed at Fernbank, a quilt displayed
in the Chattahoochee Evening Stars Quilt Show and entered a quilt in the East Cobb Quilt Show, which
was a juried show. No prize or honorable mention was afforded but the comments offered by the judges
for the East Cobb show were kind and helpful.

I joined the Brown Sugar Stitchers Quilt Guild in May 2004. I served as the “Show
... and Tell Ribbon Lady” for the 2006-08 years. I was recently elected to serve as the
=~ L Corresponding Secretary for the 2008-09 year.

" I admire Billie Lauder, Sharon Schamber, Eleanor Burns and Ricky Tims. I love
- their “non-pressure” techniques that make quilting easy and fun. Suffice it to say, I
' absolutely adore and admire Maxine Moore for her approach to quilting and life.
" Her approach to both compliments the other.

-
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TEA TIME FOR BROWN SUGAR STITCHERS

The Brown Sugar Stitchers held its annual tea and luncheon on July 12" at Maggiano’s Little Italy in
Buckhead. The occasion celebrated the achievements of all members in the guild. We honored the
2007-2008 executive board for their year of dedicated service. In addition, the newly elected officers
for 2008-2009 were installed. In classic Brown Sugar style, the ladies of the guild donned their best hats
and prepared for an afternoon of laughter, fun, fellowship and a delicious meal!

Tea chairwoman Carolyn White presided over the event. The invocation was given by Irma Young.
Our lovely tea ceremony was led by Elisa Lewis. Ribbon Lady Bessie Barnett presented awards for
first time quilters and quilters with the most completed quilts for the year. Special recognition awards
were presented by Marva Swanson to Aisha Lumumba, Patricia Landry and Elaine Parker for their suc-
cessful exhibits held in various galleries around the city of Atlanta. Outgoing officers were recognized
by Thea Crosby and both she and incoming President O.V. Brantley gave wonderful speeches. Belinda
Pedroso presented Thea with an honorary quilt from the guild members.

After a wonderful lunch, the newly elected officers took their oaths as administered by Rosalind
Rubens-Newell. A Brown Sugar Stitchers tea is not complete without a challenge; this year, the chal-
lenge was to create a piece with a tea theme. The ladies rose to the challenge; from tea cozies to wall
hangings, art quilts to appliqué, all styles were represented.

The tea committee and all the members that volunteered did an outstanding job of organizing this
event. Kudos for a job well done!
Aleathia Chisolm

Historian
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